Learning to Listen

Intro.: 
Listening does not come naturally –
· We have been given two ears and but a single mouth in. order that we may hear more and talk less 

- Zeno of. Citium, ancient philosopher.
· Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:  Jas. 1:19
· Blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it.
Rev. 1:3
· He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
Rev. 2:7
· He who has an ear, let him hear.
Rev. 13:9

[1st and last of 10 occurrences of “hear” in Revelation – 1:3, 13:9]

We may have Ears, but we may not Hear.


We may Hear, but we may not Heed (Listen)


We may Heed, but we may not Keep (take to Heart)


Therefore, we need to Learn to Listen and Live out what we Learn.
I. Why do we Need to Listen

A. Because of The Noises Around us,

[Keep silent for a minute and see how many sounds you can identify.]
1. Some are Faint and Far – they do not Disturb us.
2. Some are Continual and non-Changing – they do not Distract us because of their monotony.

3. Some break into our Thoughts and Thinking processes – they Disrupt us.

B. Because of The Voices in us– There are Various Voices Seeking to Speak to us.

1. There is the Voice of Satan. Cf. how he spoke to Eve.
a. He Started by Sowing doubts concerning God in her mind.
Gen. 3:1, 4

i. He said unto the woman, “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”
ii. And the serpent said unto the woman, “Ye shall not surely die:…”
b. He Subtly tapped her lusts in her –
3:6 cf. I Jn. 2:16

i. The Lust of the Flesh: the woman saw that the tree was good for food

ii. The Lust of the Eyes: and that it was pleasant to the eyes
iii. The Pride of Life: and a tree to be desired to make one wise
c. He Succeeded with her. In turn, she “succeeded” with Adam.
Gen. 3:6 

Contrast his Same Strategy with Jesus:
Cf. Matt. 4:1-11
i. He cast doubts on Him as Son of God: If thou be the Son of God…
4:3, 6

ii. The Lust of the Flesh: command that these stones be made bread.
4:3-9
iii. The Lust of the Eyes: showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;
iv. The Pride of Life: cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: 

Jesus Countered Satan’s every attempt with the Word of God.

2. There is the Voice of Self – 

a. The Voice of Self-Enjoyment – too Busy with our own Business.

The rich fool thought to himself: ‘Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.'
Cf. Lk. 12:17-19

i. What he Told himself: 
Lk. 12:18, 19

Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

ii. What God Told Him: 
Lk. 12:20

Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be?

iii. He had no Time for God. He could not spare Time to Listen, perhaps like some of us:
· No time to read God’s Word – to Listen to God Speaking.

· No time to pray and Worship – to Link up with God, Seek and adore Him.

· No time to do God’s Work – To Liaise with others and Serve Him.

b. The Voice of Self-Discouragement - Too Involved Inside us.

i. The thoughts that Worry us because of Impending Crisis.

Elijah: He requested for himself that he might die.
I Kgs. 19:4

· He was Discouraged and Downhearted – he wanted to Die.

· He reckoned without God’s Might and God’s Men.
I Kgs. 19:13, 14, 18

· When he Listened to God, God Lightened his burden, and he went on.
I Kgs. 19:19

ii. The thoughts that Work on us because of Intimidating lack of Certainties. 

Jonah: He wanted to die, and said, It would be better for me to die than to live.

Jon. 4:8

· First he did not want to listen to God because he thought God was too Gracious.
Jon. 4:1, 2

· And it was true God was Gracious so he Decided to Die.

Jon. 4:3

· Later, again he wanted to die, because he loved the Gourd more than Gracious God. 
Jon. 4:8-10


Ct. Paul: For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
Phil 1:21- 24
iii. The thoughts that Weigh us down because of Interfering Conscience


Judas: "I have sinned," he said, "for I have betrayed innocent blood." "

Mt. 27:4; Acts 1:18
· Judas had a Guilty Conscience.

· Judas had sinned against God and he Committed Suicide.

· Many young people in Singapore commit suicide because they have no one to Listen to,


and they have never Learn to Listen.

Suicide rates (per 100,00) by gender and age, Singapore 2001.

	Age (yrs)
	5-14
	15-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65-74
	75+
	All

	Males
	3
	21
	43
	36
	29
	24
	16
	18
	190

	Females
	2
	16
	21
	17
	27
	9
	11
	12
	115

	Total
	5
	37
	64
	53
	56
	33
	27
	30
	305


World Health Organisation, Geneva, 2004

3. There is the Voice of God and of the Spirit – 


As the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts
Heb. 3:7, 8


How to Listen to God’s or the Spirit’s Voice, 

a. It needs a Still environ.
I Kgs. 19:11, 12

i. Not amid great and strong winds. 
} Ct. 
the “stormy” music of today
ii. Not in an earthquake with the rocks breaking up.
}
the “rock” disco tempo
iii. Not in the fire.
}
the “fire” of today’s hot music
b. It is Soft-spoken.
and after the fire a still small voice.
I Kgs. 19:11, 12

i. Samuel hears it in the Stillness of the night.
I Sam. 3:3

ii. Elijah hears it in the Silence of the cave.
I Kgs. 19:13

iii. Isaiah hears it in the Sight of God’s majesty.
Isa. 6:1-8
c. It Speaks to a person.

i. Samuel alone hears but not Eli.
I Sam. 3:3-11ff

ii. Saul hears and responds; his men hear but are speechless.
Acts 9:4-8

iii. Paul hears the Macedonian call, and his friends follow.
Acts 16:9, 10

d. It is a Still, Small voice.
Lit., “a sound of soft stillness.”

i. It Requires a Right Relationship with the Speaker.
Cf. Isa. 59:2; Mic. 3:4

ii. It Requires a right Perspective of God’s Majesty and one’s Sin.
Isaiah 6:1-8
C. Because of The Choices before us.

Choose you this day whom you want to Listen to:

1. The Sovereign God, His Son and His Spirit? – then Read, Ruminate on and be Rooted in the Scriptures.

2. Self Speaking through the Pleasures of the Flesh, the Lust of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life?

3. Sinful friends with their life Philosophies, lifestyle Perspectives and Pastimes?

Joshua says: as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.
Josh. 24:15

II. How do we Listen

A. God Speaks through the Scriptures. Look up the Word.
Lk. 24:25, 27

To Listen to the Spirit speaking, 

1. Resort and Retire to a quiet place away from other people and noises.
Psa. 1:1

2. Read and Ruminate on the Word.
Psa. 1:2 cf. 119:15

3. Rejuvenate yourself in the Refreshing River Water of the Word.
Psa. 1:3

B. God Speaks through His Son and His Spirit in us. Listen to the inner Voice.


1. God’s Son and the Spirit indwell us to guide us. Just Listen. 
Acts 16:7
2. God speaks to a Cleansed Conscience.
Heb. 10:22

3. God Speaks through His Saints.

a. Through Encouragement and Edification of one another.
I Thes. 5:11

b. Thro’ the Enriching assembling of ourselves together and Exhorting one another. Heb. 10:25

Thus, Let us Learn to Listen!

